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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior version(s) and listing(s) of claims in the 
application. 

1 . (Currently Amended) An input device comprising: 

a designated value change unit which chang e s operable to change a designated value wh e n 
inputt e d by an operator by using a variation amount associated with the designated value, the 
designated value being changed using a predetermined first variation amount when it rec e ives a first 
designated value change directive r e questing the designated value to b e chang e d is received from an 
operator ; and 

a variation amount change unit which changes operable to alter the variation amount in said 
designat e d valu e change unit associated with the designated value from the predetermined first 
variation amount to a smaller second variation amount that is small e r than th e first variation amount 
when it r e c e iv e s a second designated value change directive for changing th e d e signat e d valu e in a 
direction diff e r e nt from th e direction sp e cifi e d by that is opposite the first designated value change 
directive is received from the operator within a predetermined variation amount change period after 
r e c e iving the first d e signat e d valu e chang e dir e ctive, and that maintains th e variation amount in said 
designat e d value change unit as th e first variation amount when it r e ceiv e s a dir e ctive for changing 
th e designat e d valu e in a dir e ction diff e r e nt from th e dir e ction specifi e d by the first d e signat e d 
valu e chang e dir e ctive aft e r th e variation amount chang e period has laps e d , wherein the variation 
amount change unit is further operable to restore the variation amount associated with the 
designated value from the smaller second variation amount back to the predetermined first variation 
amount when a variation amount retention period lapses after a previous designated value change 
directive is received from the operator . 
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2. (Currently Amended) The input device according to of Claim 1 , wherein said the 
designated value change unit comprises: 

an increase unit which incr e as e s operable to increase the designated value by usinfi the first 
variation amount associated with the designated value when it r e c e iv e s an increase directive which 
r e qu e sts the d e signated valu e to b e incr e as e d is received from the operator ; and 

a decrease unit which d e creas e s operable to decrease the designated value by using the first 
variation amount associated with the designated value when it r e c e iv e s a decrease directive 
r e qu e sting th e d e signat e d valu e to b e decr e as e d; and is received from the operator, wherein 

said variation amount change unit chang e s th e variation amount of th e designat e d valu e for 
both said incr e as e unit and said d e creas e unit to th e second variation amount if one of said increas e 
unit and said decr e as e unit rec e iv e s a dir e ctiv e within a pred e t e rmined p e riod aft e r the oth e r of said 
increas e unit and said decr e as e unit r e ceives th e dir e ctive 

the first designated value change directive is one of the increase directive and the decrease 
directive and the second designated value change directive is the other of the increase directive and 
the decrease directive . 

3. (Currently Amended) The input device according to of Claim 2, further comprising: 
an increase button which allows operable to allow the operator to input the increase 

directive; and 

a decrease button which allows operable to allow the operator to input the decrease 
directive. 

4. (Currently Amended) The input device according to of Claim 1 , further comprising: 
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a display unit which operable to visually displays display information about changes in the 
designated value or changes in the variation amount associated with the designated value . 

5. (Cancelled) 

6. (Currently Amended) The input device according to of Claim 1 , further comprising: 
an aggregate change management unit which manag e s operable to manage an aggregate 

change in the designated value when said the variation amount change unit associated with changes 
th e variation amount of the designated value for said d e signated valu e chang e unit is altered from 
the predetermined first variation amount to the smaller second variation amount, wherein said the 
variation amount change unit restor e s is operable to restore the variation amount ef associated with 
the designated value from the smaller second variation amount back to the predetermined first 
variation amount when the aggregate change in the designated value exceeds the predetermined 
first variation amount. 

7. (Currently Amended) The input device according to of Claim 1 , wherein[[:]] i£4he 
variation amount is chang e d to the s e cond variation amount, said the designated value change unit 
changes the designated value using the smaller second variation amount when a designated value 
change directive is received from the operator after the variation amount associated with the 
designated value has been altered from the predetermined first variation amount to the smaller 
second variation amount r-and 

if th e d e signat e d valu e chang e dir e ctive is receiv e d again within the variation amount 
chang e p e riod aft e r changing th e d e signat e d valu e in a dir e ction differ e nt from that of the pr e vious 
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designated valu e chang e dir e ctiv e , said variation amount chang e unit chang e s th e variation amount 
for said designat e d valu e change unit to a third variation amount smaller than th e second variation 
amount , 

8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Cancelled) 

10. (Cancelled) 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) An input method , the method comprising th e st e ps of : 

storing a designated value, the designated value being associated with a variation amount; 
inputting a designat e d valu e specifi e d by an op e rator; 

changing the designated value by using a predetermined first variation amount upon 
receiving when a first designated value change directive requ e sting the designat e d valu e to b e 
changed is received ; 

determining wheth e r a directiv e for changing said d e signat e d valu e in a dir e ction diff e r e nt 
from that of th e first d e signat e d valu e chang e directiv e is receiv e d; and 

changing altering the variation amount for said associated with the designated value chang e 
tmit from the predetermined first variation amount to a smaller second variation amount that is 
small e r than th e first variation amount if it is d e termin e d that when a second designated value 
change directive for changing th e d e signated value in a direction differ e nt from that of that is 
opposite the first designated value change directive is received within a predetermined variation 
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amount change period after r e c e iving th e first designat e d valu e chang e dir e ctive, and k e eping th e 
variation amount for th e d e signat e d valu e change directiv e set at th e first variation amount if it is 
d e t e rmin e d that a dir e ctiv e for changing th e designat e d value in a dir e ction diff e r e nt from that of 
the first d e signat e d valu e chang e dir e ctiv e has b ee n received aft e r a pr e determin e d p e riod aft e r 
r e c e iving the d e signated valu e chang e directiv e ; and 

restoring the variation amount associated with the designated value from the smaller second 
variation amount back to the predetermined first variation amount when a variation amount 
retention period lapses after a previous designated value change directive is received . 

12. (Cancelled) 

13. (Currently Amended) A computer program product comprising: 

a computer usable medium having a computer readable program cod e e mbodi e d th e r e in for 
us e with a computer , wherein the computer readable program cod e in said program product 
impl e m e nting functions e ff e ctiv e to when executed on a computer causes the computer to : 

store a designated value, the designated value being associated with a variation 

amount; 

input a designated valu e sp e cifi e d by an op e rator; 

change the designated value by using a predetermined first variation amount when 
r e c e iving a first designated value change directive r e qu e sting th e d e signat e d valu e to b e 
changed is received ; 

chang e alter the variation amount associated with the designated value from the 
predetermined first variation amount to a smaller second variation amount that is small e r 
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than said first variation amount when rec e iving a second designated value change directive 
for changing th e designat e d valu e in a dir e ction diff e r e nt from th e dir e ction specifi e d by that 
is opposite the first designated value change directive is received within a predetermined 
variation amount change period aft e r r e c e iving the first designat e d value chang e dir e ctiv e; 
and 

maintain th e variation amount as the first variation amount when r e c e iving a 
directive for changing th e d e signat e d valu e in a dir e ction diff e r e nt from the direction 
sp e cifi e d by th e first d e signat e d valu e change dir e ctive after th e variation amount change 
p e riod has lapsed 

restore the variation amount associated with the designated value from the smaller 
second variation amount back to the predetermined first variation amount when a variation 
amount retention period lapses after a previous designated value change directive is 
received . 

14. (Cancelled) 

15. (New) The input device of Claim 1, wherein the variation amount change unit is operable 
to alter the variation amount associated with the designated value from the smaller second variation 
amount to an even smaller third variation amount when a third designated value change directive 
that is opposite the second designated value change directive is received from the operator within 
the predetermined variation amount change period. 

16. (New) The input device of Claim 1 , wherein the variation amount change unit is operable 
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to alter the variation amount associated with the designated value from the predetermined first 
variation amount to the smaller second variation amount after the second designated value change 
directive that is opposite the first designated value change directive, a third designated value change 
directive that is opposite the second designated value change directive, and a fourth designated 
value change directive that is opposite the third designated value change directive are received from 
the operator in sequence at intervals shorter than the predetermined variation amount change 
period. 

17. (New) The input device of Claim 1, wherein the designated value represents the position of 
a pointer or the brightness of a screen. 

1 8. (New) The method of Claim 1 1 , further comprising: 

managing an aggregate change in the designated value when the variation amount 
associated with the designated value is altered from the predetermined first variation amount to the 
smaller second variation amount; and 

restoring the variation amount associated with the designated value from the smaller second 
variation amount back to the predetermined first variation amount when the aggregate change in the 
designated value exceeds the predetermined first variation amount. 

19. (New) The method of Claim 1 1 , further comprising: 

changing the designated value using the smaller second variation amount when a designated 
value change directive is received after the variation amount associated with the designated value 
has been altered from the predetermined first variation amount to the smaller second variation 
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amount. 

20. (New) The method of Claim 11, further comprising: 

altering the variation amount associated with the designated value from the smaller second 
variation amount to an even smaller third variation amount when a third designated value change 
directive that is opposite the second designated value change directive is received within the 
predetermined variation amount change period. 

2 1 . (New) The method of Claim 1 1 , further comprising: 

altering the variation amount associated with the designated value from the predetermined 
first variation amount to the smaller second variation amount after the second designated value 
change directive that is opposite the first designated value change directive, a third designated value 
change directive that is opposite the second designated value change directive, and a fourth 
designated value change directive that is opposite the third designated value change directive are 
received in sequence at intervals shorter than the predetermined variation amount change period. 

22. (New) The method of Claim 1 1 , wherein the designated value represents the position of a 
pointer or the brightness of a screen. 

23. (New) The computer program product of Claim 13, wherein the computer readable 
program when executed on the computer further causes the computer to: 

manage an aggregate change in the designated value when the variation amount associated 
with the designated value is altered from the predetermined first variation amount to the smaller 
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second variation amount; and 

restore the variation amount associated with the designated value from the smaller second 
variation amount back to the predetermined first variation amount when the aggregate change in the 
designated value exceeds the predetermined first variation amount. 

24. (New) The computer program product of Claim 13 5 wherein the computer readable 
program when executed on the computer further causes the computer to: 

change the designated value using the smaller second variation amount when a designated 
value change directive is received after the variation amount associated with the designated value 
has been altered from the predetermined first variation amount to the smaller second variation 
amount. 

25. (New) The computer program product of Claim 13, wherein the computer readable 
program when executed on the computer further causes the computer to: 

alter the variation amount associated with the designated value from the smaller second 
variation amount to an even smaller third variation amount when a third designated value change 
directive that is opposite the second designated value change directive is received within the 
predetermined variation amount change period. 

26. (New) The computer program product of Claim 13, wherein the computer readable 
program when executed on the computer further causes the computer to: 

alter the variation amount associated with the designated value from the predetermined first 
variation amount to the smaller second variation amount after the second designated value change 
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directive that is opposite the first designated value change directive, a third designated value change 
directive that is opposite the second designated value change directive, and a fourth designated 
value change directive that is opposite the third designated value change directive are received in 
sequence at intervals shorter than the predetermined variation amount change period. 

27. (New) The computer program product of Claim 13, wherein the designated value 
represents the position of a pointer or the brightness of a screen. 
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